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1. introduction

This Landscape Design Report has been prepared by CONTEXT on behalf of 
the NSW Department of Education (DoE) to support a development application 
(DA) to Queanbeyan-Palerang Council (Council) for an addition to the approved 
Jerrabomberra High School located at 101 Environa Drive, Jerrabomberra (the site). 

The proposal is for additions to the approved 
Jerrabomberra High School including:

• construction of a new school building containing 
general learning spaces, kitchen, workshops and 
ancillary facilities;

• extension to the existing carpark with provision 
for an additional 34 parking spaces;

• provision of 114 bicycle parking spaces;

• construction of a large outdoor play space for 
student use;  

• associated civil and landscape works; and

• internal alterations to the ground floor of Block 
B (already approved and constructed under SSD- 
to replace the existing kitchen, food and textiles 
facilities with a new science lab, general learning 
spaces, and ancillary facilities.

The objective of the proposal is to accommodate 
project demand for high school spaces in the area.

The development is Crown development with a 
capital investment value of more than $5 million, and 
therefore it is “regionally significant” under section 
2.19 and Schedule 6 of State Environmental Planning 
Policy (Planning Systems) 2021 (Planning Systems 
SEPP). The Southern Regional Planning Panel is the 
relevant consent authority for the application.

The site is located at 101 Environa Drive, 
Jerrabomberra (Lot 2 DP1277158). The site is 
irregularly shaped and has an area of approximately 
4.5ha. The site has two road frontages—one to the 
west (Environa Drive) and one to the north (Lexcen 
Avenue). Lexcen Avenue provides direct access to 
the school site.

The site is located in the Southern Tablelands region 
of NSW, approximately 10km southeast of Canberra.

Figure 1 provides an aerial image of the site. As seen, 
the school is currently under construction.

FigUre 1 – SITE AERIAL IMAGE

Source: MetroMap
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2. Project brief 

The key requirements of the brief are based on the Department of Education’s 
Educational Facilities Standards and Guidelines (EFSG). Under the EFSG, the 
school has been proposed to be Stream 5, which would expand on the 530 student 
development achieved in Stage 1. The Stage 2 development is designed to meet 
the needs of 1000 students and associated staff.

 

eFsg reQUiremeNts - NeW secoNDarY school - small
ITEM REQUIREMENT(S) COMMENTS STAGE 1 STAGE 2 EFSG DEPARTURE

tiered outdoor learning 
space

1 Tiered seating already 
provided in Stage 1 1 N/A N/A

assembly court - 
Quadrangle

1020 m2 3,486 m2 Sufficient space 
provided in Stage 1 N/A

assembly court - 
Flagpole

3 Achieved in Stage 1 - 
Located in the Quadrangle

3 in the 
Quadrangle N/A N/A

games court 4 Courts Ideally positioned to run 
North-South 2 Courts 2 additional Courts not 

desired

As per the request from School 
Principal (June 6th), the 2 additional 
courts are to be replaced with a larger, 
multi-use turf area

games Field 1

The adjacent David 
Madew oval / facilities to 
the east are intended to 
be utilised by the school

- N/A N/A

batting Practice Nets 1 Ideally positioned to run 
North-South - 1 N/A

open Play space 10 m2 per student 1000 Students = 10,000 
m2 6,220 m2 3,990 m2 = >10,000 m2 N/A

bicycle Parking / 
enclosure

Based on the targeted amount 
of 1000 students and 78 staff. 
The requirement was set at 114 
additional bicycle parking spaces

114 additional spaces 
provided in Stage 2 works 114 114 additional N/A

landscape - Walling and 
edging

DoE requires a balustrade wherever 
level change exceeds 300mm, 
including level changes in external 
areas

Location: Retaining 
walls to support the 
car park extension 
- level changes of 
900mm

As these retaining walls will be in a 
low-use school ‘Out of Bounds’ area, we 
have designed these walls to comply 
with the National Construction Code 
(Fall height < 1m)
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3. landscape Design 

Design guidelines and principles utilised in Stage 1 
will continue to inform Stage 2, which will ultimately 
create a holistically considered and designed high 
school.

The established building orientation and form create 
a new open space that will form the core or ‘heart’ 
of the school. The Stage 2 works will expand on the 
Identity, Accessibility and Green Amenity provided 
in Stage 1, whilst increasing the diversity of spaces 
provided. The combination of the L-shaped building 
with a level landscape plateau provides many 
benefits, including; equitable access into Stage 2, 
clear sight lines which allow for passive surveillance 
and supervision, the creation of open space with 
a Northern aspect and the ability to clearly define 
‘useable space’ and ‘out of bounds’ areas.

The landscape design in Stage 2 will continue to 
incorporate the design responses identified from the 
Walk on Country prior to Stage 1 works. 

A holistic approach has been taken to seamlessly 
integrate with tree and planting decisions made 
during the planning of Stage 1. Additionally, new 
planting will create visual barriers / screening 
between the school outdoor space and the private 
open space of the residential developments to the 
South-East of the school grounds.

The selection and placement of trees within the Asset 
Protection Zone (APZ) - southern batter area, has 
considered best practice principles from the Planning 
for Bush Fire Protection – 2019 guidance document.

All fencing will be a continuation of the approved 
fencing types from Stage 1.
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PT 5 - TURF
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PLANT TYPE POT SIZE RATE / SPACING RATIO

AREA: 763

Grasses 140mm 6 Plants / m² 50%

Medium Shrubs 200mm 4 Plants / m² 20%

Small Shrubs / Groundcovers 140mm 6 Plants / m² 30%

AREA: 962

Grasses 140mm 6 Plants / m² 70%

Small Shrubs / Groundcovers 140mm 6 Plants / m² 30%

AREA: 170

Grasses 140mm 6 Plants / m² 100%

AREA: 8770

Grasses Tube 6 Plants / m² 20%

Seeding - 10kg / Hectare 70%

Small Shrubs / Groundcovers Tube 6 Plants / m² 10%

AREA: 3391

PT 4- GRASSLAND REVEGETATION

m²

PT 5 - TURF

m²

m²

PT 1 - TERRACE PLANTING

m²

PT 2- PLANTER BEDS

m²

PT 3- SWALE PLANTING
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CANOPY TREE -NATIVE
100L
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CANOPY TREE - NATIVE
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WELCOME FEATURE TREE -EXOTIC
200L
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TREE TYPE POT SIZE QTY

Welcome FeatureTree - Exotic 200L 1

Canopy Tree - Native 100L 15

Canopy Tree - Native 75L 54

Canopy Tree - Exotic 100L 24

Canopy Tree - Exotic 75L 8

TOTAL 102

Canopy Tree species [exotic] Mature Height

Lagerstroemia indica 8m

Liriodendron tulipifera 25-30m

Nyssa sylvatica 10m

Zelkova serrata 'Green Vase' 14m

Canopy Tree species [native] Mature Height

Banksia integrifolia ' Sentinel' 4m

Eucalyptus cinerea 15m

Eucalyptus ficifolia 5-10m

Eucalyptus mannifera 15m

Eucalyptus sideroxylon 15m

Eucalyptus viminalis 20m+

Welcome Feature Tree(Exotic) Mature Height

Quercus robur 20-40m

LEGEND
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Indicative Planting Palettes 

Eucalyptus mannifera 

Lagerstroemia indica

Nyssa sylvatica

Poa labillardierei

Zelkova serrata 'Green Vase'

Callistemon 'Little John' Zelkova serrata Kunzea baxteri Dampiera stricta

PT1 - Terrace Planting

NOTE: This plant list is not exhaustive. 
Further development of plant selection 
will occur during Detailed Design.

PT2 - Planter Beds

PT4 - Grassland RevegetationPT3 - Swale Planting

Dodonaea viscosa Carex albula 'Frosted_Curls'

Dichelachne crinita

Philotheca myoporoides

Lomandra tanika Lomandra fluviatilisCarex-appressa Rytidosperma caespitosum Chloris truncata

  /  
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FENCE TYPE 1
EFSG-compliant boundary fence
2.15m high palisade fence

FENCE TYPE 2
Entry Forecourt / internal 
1.2m high palisade fence

FENCE TYPE 3
3m high chainwire fence
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FENCING

FENCE TYPE 1
EFSG-compliant boundary fence
2.15m high palisade fence

FENCING

FENCE TYPE 1
EFSG-compliant boundary fence
2.15m high palisade fence

FENCE TYPE 2
Internal 1.2m high palisade 
fence

FENCE TYPE 3
3m high chainwire fence

F1

F2

F3

GATES -1.2m
Swing single gateG1

GATES -2.15m
Swing double gate
EFSG-compliant palisade 
fence

G2

GATES -2.15m
Swing double gate
EFSG-compliant palisade 
fence

G3

EXTENT OF WORK - STAGE 2
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